% Temple Work

L On June 9, 1877, I received a call to the St. George Temple by the {ollowing
letter:

St. George, June 2, 1877

EElder Frank Farnsworth

_:!.)aa.r Brother:

f_';;,;l-“'-f Your services are required as a Recorder in the St. George Temple. Come
'Y your earliest convenience. Terms: Put your trust in God, and we will do the best
-~ we can for you and your family.

Wiiford Woodruff
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--\rk.. Pres. Woodruff said to me, ""Brother Farnsworth, you may wonder why I
- i ided you here. When Pres. Brzgfa.m Young went away leaving me to preside over
,.:-'.'T‘"th. temple he left me a list of names from which I could call for all the help I needed.
-_,‘;!"onr name was on the list. We have tried recorders, but they soon tire, and it seems
3 task to get thoss that will stay. If I was to offer $4.00 or $5.00 a day, I could per-
? ?Mpl get men, but we don't wart that-class of men. [ want mean that will throw thsir
Z“whole heart into this work. Our records are crude, oar boxes are full of papers
,Pﬂ'd up, and I want you to take hold of them. Don't work too hard - this is a hot
& f'éonnn-y When you feel that you need a reat, take it. Work when you want to work
““and quit when you want to. Now, will you take hold of this work and stay with it?"
:‘-z-upued. T will try. "

: " At that time Temple work was new to the people. There were no proper books,
- ¥and no good form adopted. We had to do our own ruling and heading. It was an almost

f!c.rmiaa.n task, but by close application we were enabled to get things into a proper
hape. I ruled the forms which were adopted, and books nnde.

For eleven years | was at my post in the St. George Temp].-. and in clou :
;tr.mch with Wilford Woodruff. I learned many precious things concerning the ways of =
‘the Lozd. The Testimony of President Woodruff dated Feb. 22, 1879, as printed in
the Deseret News April 26th, following, was sent to me piecemeal to transcribe and
p.i-epare for the press. After I had written it, Pres. Woodruff and I compared and
Tead it over together carefully. There were but two words in my copy which I had -
ZZrmiscalled. Hs said to me, '"Bro. Farnsworth, this is most remarkable that you couald

{:V ipher my heirogiyphics. What do I owe you?' I said, "Give me the original man-,
u.scr:pt. " He placed it in an envelope and handed it to me and ] bave it yet. Many -

precions things I wrote for him, copying from his manuscript, or taking it down as = _

ha npoke.

BN The crusade was one of the scvere trials we had to pass through. He was in
'?-_';enle as were many cthers and ere long I was in exile too, but I did not leave St.
“'George ocly at intervals. Soon it became so unpleasant that it was advised that I
-_a.bagnt myself for a little season. We prepared a co-hab code by which we might com-
.--T_'mu.mcate with each other. We called it the "Co-Hab Code of Dixie, and it might be of
i interest so I am constrained to insert it.
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Meaniz Key
Wilford Woodruff Peter
Erastus Sopow James
Geo. Teasdale John
J. D. T. McAllister Dan _
David H. Caanon Gun ° .
James G. Bleak. : cold
W. H. Thompson steam
Henry Eyring look
D. D. McArthur Henry-
Judge Boreman - Herod . : %
Judge Zane - Nero “E, L SRS
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U. S. Marshalls ring

© Indicted ' jug
Arrested nailed
Convicted hong
Retreat discovered blowed up
Come home pike
Hummtad for - lost

.- Be very careful glasses .

- When you mean me Canaan

Sent letters to you index
Temple Zion
Records sticks
St. George white
Beaver black
Washington clear
Toquerville cloady
Thomas Judd - - dozing
Marcus Funk asleep
Wm. Bringharst awaks
Mexico Spanish
Europe English
Any of the folks gold .
My witneas subpoenad beads
Commission appcinted bound
Silver Reef rocks
Things lively splendid “
Cnu bail money
Move your quearters pockets
Go south compass

e By this code we could pcst each other. Messengers were sent to some friead
- wha knew the assumed name or where to find the party the message was intended for,
'S0 when we wanted to telegraph anyone, we could say considerable in a few words.

~ For instance, these words tsll considerable: "Caaaan, glasses, splendid, rocks,
-_Blowed up, hound, heads, pockst, " meaning ''You be very careful. Things lively at

: Silver Reef, your retreat discavered, commissioner appointed, your witness aub-
%3 ﬁboueﬂ, move your quarters. -

In order to have a little more peace it was imally decided to leave St. Gcorgc.
and with 2 view of my probably going to New Zealand to assist in putting the mann-

cript copy of the Book of Mormor in the Maori language through the press, I was sent
“for at Pine Valley where I was staying with Father Bracken, and arrived at St. George
.7¥aboat Il P, M, May 1, 1885, and weat where I had an interview with Pres. Woodruff at
: the home of Pres. McAllister. We talked matters over. He told me what I thoaght

7as best, I accepted the counsel and at i2 o'clock that night he gave me a blenmg a.nd

ﬂordaumd me a High Priest, and certificate of which is as iollows :

f""; This certifies that M. F. Farnsworth was ordained a High Priest and set apa.rt

md William Thompson, pronounced by W. Woodruff, St. George, Utah, May 1, 1885.
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,, ’-ar a mission to New Zealand.under the hands of Wilford Woodraff, J. D. T. McAllister,

f.'.

Signed, Wilford Woodruff BeE TS
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flhonld. state that previcus to this, as my wives Lovina J. and Clara C. bad

i Feo go {ato exile, I took them to the Temple and Pres. Woodraff gave them ecach a bles-
A4 ing. He was full of the spirit of prophecy and blessing, and he gave them most

A % precious promises which at that time could not be written. He told them to be care-

- -:.,' ful and prayerful, to listen to the promptings of the spirit, and to couasel of their

5 bisband, and they should not be brought before the courts. They will tell you that all
‘.thou promises were fulfilled. -

r—-; 22T 1 left Sk George that night as soon as I got the appointment and started for Salt
“!‘-th City. 1 went by team to Milford where I took train and arrived in the city on
:*‘**tho 7th. The crusade was in full blast then. I had an interview with Apostles Erastus
**‘Spow and Franklin D. Richards. They had my message conveyed to Pres. John Taylor.

fi*;*mm:- were talked over and Pres. Taylor said, "Tell Bro. Farnsworth that if it is

’- necessary for him to leave Utah, to go somewhere close by, where we can get him
o < when we want him. Let younger men take those hard laboring missions. "

l_

Salt Lake City, June 5, 1885
The bearer, Bro M. F. Famsworth. ha.s long labored as Recordsr in tho

Erastus Snow, of the Twelve Apostles

I also received the following eadorsemsnt: _ :

June 6, 1885
Pres. M. W. Merrill, . -
FDear Brother:

Our worthy friend and brother M. I'. Farnsworth is here under somewhat
emba.r*assmg circumstances. As the work bas beea flush with you for sometime, per-
hapl your recording might be in arrears, and would it not be a mutuai benefit to
f;"_-‘ employ him for 2 whaile to help fetch up to date. He woald appreciate such an oppor-

tnnity SEsRengly Your brother,

F. D. Richards. one of the Twelve Apoatlen

oy . When I arrived in Logan Brother Merrill, though he received me kindly,

uE thought if I remained there for any length of time, our enemies might get track of
~"me and probably might cause a raid on the Temple, which all were anxious to avoid.
"""After a pleasant visit of a few days ] returced to Szlt Lake City. My dear old friends
-"Jimes and Joseph M. Watson were more than brothers to me. I made my home in the
"Nincteenth Ward principally with James, Bishop of the Ward. :

" )'»WJ 1 did considerable genealogical work at the Historian's Office, compiled tho
' )wey records which Bro. Richards had, wrote a number of articles for the Evening
_ Newu. which aroused the wrath of some court officials and others, but as all t.he pa.lt
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